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Stir against the Income T'ax.—Statement 





pressiveness and cdiousness of this tax you 


of the question at issue.—Squire Jolter- | have been before informed. But, the rea- 
head’s farms in jeopardy.—Persecutors | sons why the Minister now wishes to re- 
smart im their turn.—County Meetings. | tain it at 5 per centum ought to be a little 


—Governor Strong, and wise Mr. John 
Randolph.—-Princess’s Marriage.--Real 
state of the Prince Regent’s health. 


Peckham Lodge, February 24th, 1816. 

In my Registers of last summer, which, 
I see, have been republished in your coun- 
try, I many times observed, that the af- 
fairs of this little bee hive of a nation 
were assuming an entirely new aspect, 
and that, in all probability, this winter 
would discover decided marks of an ap- 
proaching important crisis. So it has 
turned out; and all the dreams of tran- 
quillity and happiness; all the dreams of 
a settled and quiet submission to what is 
called ‘* legitimacy,” have vanished into 
air. If, indeed, this government, though 
it be such as'I have, in former numbers, 
described it to you, had had no interest of 
debt to pay, tranquillity at home would 
have followed peace with foreign nations. 
The English people, glutted with conquest 
and with glory, and dazzled with the 
splendid feats which closed the war, might 
have been contented ; but, to have war- 
taxes to pay in peace, while the means of 
paying, owing to an alteration in the value 
of the currency, were diminished ong half 
in their amount, was.a little too much to 
‘be silently endured. 

Accordingly, the country is, at this mo- 
mént, agitated from one end of it to the 
other in opposition te a continuance of the 
Income, or, as it is called, Property Taz. 
To make the question at issue clear to 
every one, a little explanation is necessary. 
This Tax was first laid on by Pitt. It was 
taken off at the peace of Amiens, Laid 
en at 5 per centum by Addington when 
that peace was broken ; raised afterwards 








mere fully explained than I have yet seen 
them explained. - 
The produce of the whole of our taxes. 
has, of late years, been about 70 millions. 
Monstrous as this appears, the nation, I 


mean Great Britain, that is to say, I 
mean England alone ; for Scotland pays ~ 


hardly any thing, and poor Ireland has het 
own Debt and Taxes. Wheti peace was 
really come, the people expected to get 
rid of all the Taxes, called “* War Taxes,” 
amounting to about 26 millions a year, of 
which 14 millions arose from the Tax on 
Income. I have, all along, been telling 
them that they could not get rid of the 
war taxes. I have repeated. a thousand 
times over, that they must continue to pay 
the war taxes in peace ;-or-have loans it 
peace ; or, wipe off a part, at least; of the 
Debt with a sponge. But, I was not be- 
lieved. Indeed, | was not heard. I hold 
in my hands not more than about a hun- 
dredth part of the powers of the English 
press ; and, besides, I had to contend 
against a hundred to one, every one of 
that hundred having full liberty to say 
what it pleased against me, while I was 
compelled to be very cautious as to what I 
said against them. In short, I was com- 
pelled to fight in padded gloves, while my 
adversaries came at me with naked fists. 
The nation did, indeed, begin to be 
alarmed last year, when the peace expenses 
were talked of. But, still, they relied on 
what was called the faith of parliament. 
Or, more properly speaking, they could 
not believe, that, when the war was over, 
war taxes would be continued. Such 
power have words ! When, therefore, they 
began to find, that, even after the com- 








































pee ros pene rene Spree ym ee eR Te Cer 
Se ees 


Soe spears 


£4 APO a! 
pee 


ae eee 
eet 122 He on se 





i! 
ag 

i} 

qu 

: 

5 

i 

nt 

{ 


San pe ah AER EL ML. A eet 








227) Letter I].—To tne Prorze or rue U. S, or America. (22 


‘plete overthrow of Napoleon; after he 


was actually in our custody for life ; after 
he was as much in our power as the clay 
is in the power of the potter; after they 
saw that France was at our feet; when, 
after all this, they began to find, that they 
were ‘still to pay the war taxes, and that, 
too, for years, and that my predictions 
were really, at last, going to be verified 
to the very letter;. when they found this, 
they took the alarm; which alarm has 
produced the effect which we shall, by 
and by, mare particularly notice. 

The government, to speak in round 
numbers, wants 44 millions a year for the 
uses of its Debt, and 29 millions for army, 
navy, and other annual expenses. It 
proposes to raise 70 millions, as usual ; 
but, as it pfoposes to take off half the 
Income Tax, it will raise, according to its 
own calculation, only 63 millions. But, 
then, it has, for this year, borrowed 6 
rnillions of the Bank ; which pretty near- 
ly puts it upon a level with its demands. 
I have not the accounts and estimates yet 
in an official form. I do not, therefore, 
speak with precision; but, | am_ near 
enough the mark to answer the present 
purpose, 

. Thus, you see, the Income Tax is al! 
necessary to carry on the peace! Bear in 
mind, that the whole of the war tazes 
amounted to 26 millions a year. The 
whole was expected to be taken off at the 
peace ; but, then, as the government debt 
now demands 44 millions a year, it daes, 
you perceive, swallow up the whole of 
the taxes, the war taxes only excepted! 
What was, then, to be done ? Why, re- 
duce the interest of the debt; or, stop the 
Sinking Fund, which would destroy the 
capital of the Debt; or, continue to make 
Loans in time of peace; or, make the 
people pay war taxes in time of peace. 
Either of the three first will, when adopt- 
ed, (for adopted one or the other must be 


at no distant day,) give the whole system a. 


terrible shock, The first measure, though 
openly spoken of by great numbers of 
persons, and thouch, in fact, propesed by 





Mr. Parston ; and though, perhaps, real. 
ly the best thing that could be done even 
for the Fundholders themselves, is a mea- 
sure too frightful for the nerves of the Mi- 
nisters ; it would excite such’a sensation, 
afix such disgrace upon the Pitt system, 
and give such triumph to the opponents of 
that system; it would, in short, produce 
such a revalution in men’s minds, as to the 
characters and abilities of our rulers, that 
a change in the mode of ruling must speed- 
ily follow. ‘The second measure, a stop- 
page of the Sinking Fund, would have 
nearly the same effect. It would destroy 
all confidence in the capital of the Debt ; 
and would, in all. probability, bring the 3 
per cents down from 60 to 30 in the 
course of a manth. Whe third measure, 
though not so flagrant in its tendency, 
must produce, in a short time, similar re- 
sults ; for, to make loans to pay the inte- 
rest of loans already made, would be such 
a shameful proof of insolvency as to leave 
very few persons indeed blind to the con- 
sequences ; to say nothing of the Jew- 
like terms on which the money would be 
lent. Still this has been done in part in 
the loan of 6 millions from the Bank. 
But, this is a sort of loan that does not 
make the usual noise of a common loan. 
To have borrowed openly, in the usual 
way, would have been a notorious and 
striking fact, quite unequivocal as to the 
question of the credit and means of the 
government. 

These three measures being, therefore, 
so objectionable, it was resolved to resort 
to the fourth, namely, to keep on the whole 
of the 26 millions of war taxes, except 
about 7 millions of Income Tax; that is 
tosay, one half of it, the whole of the In- 
come Tax being, asI before observed, 14 
millions and a little more. But, the peo- 
ple of all ranks have taken the alarm at 
this proposition, and are now bestirring 
themselves ina manner that I have never 
before.seen them, since I have known any. 
thing of public affairs. The Country 
Gentlemen, so long dead to all those feel- 
ings, which distinguished their. ancestogs ; 
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so long sunk in a sort of unaccountable 
apathy ; so long the. tame followers of 
every minister, and the submissive slaves 
ef impudent upstart placemen, or (ashamed 
to act this base part before the eyes of the 
world) so long self-banished to their es- 
tates, and become the orators at agricul- 
tural meetings and cattle shows, instead 
of taking, as they formerly did, the lead 
in deciding on questions of war or of tax- 
ation; this description of persons, so long 
dead to their country, seem, at last, to 
be stirring into life. They seem, at last, 
to have perceived that they must now 
make a stand, er passively behold their 
estates pass away from them for ever. It 
is not now a question of more or less. 
Georce Rose (of whose origin and pro- 
gress I will give you an account another 
time) once told them, in a pamphlet called 
a View of the Finances, that the nation 
was called upon for a salvage! He told 
them, they would lose their all if they did 
not pay taxes to.carry on,the war. And, 
that, therefore, whatever they retained 
was so much gained!. But, I will say 
more of this man and of his mode of pay- 
ing salvage another time. 

It is not now, however, a question of 
salvage. {t is a question of forfeiture. 
it is a question of total stripping ; and, 
the Country.Gentleman who does not see 
this must he a,barn idiot. 

It is notorious, that .the -produce of the 
land has fallen more than one half in price. 
Jt is worth a half less than it .was, upon 
an average, before the epd of the war in 
1814. It is also notorious, that this has 
not arisen from any peculiar circumstance 
in the seasons, or connected with the crops ; 
but, from a@ change in the value of the cur- 
rency of the country, and, how that change 
has been effected you have seen, in No. 2 
of the Register, published at New-York, 
where the whole mystery is clearly de- 
veloped. This being the .case, and the 


nominal amount of the taxes continuing 


the same as before, it is manifest, that, in 
reality, the land pays double the tax that 
it paid before; and, it is also manifest, 


that, if no ‘alteration take place in the 
Civil List, in the pay of placemen, pen- 
sioners, and fundholders, these classes 
must, in a very few years, swallow up the 
whole fee-simple of the land. 

The operation, which is to lead to this 
result, has been, unwittingly, very well 
explained by .our little Chancellor of the 
Exchequer in stating what he has been 
pleased to call his remedy. Hesays, ‘1 
‘* intend to make no more loans; but to 
‘* continue to raise taxes, in order to pay 
‘‘ the interest of the Debt in full, and, 
‘* also, to keep up the Sinking Fund in 
‘** full operation. The Sinking Fund is 
*¢ 14 millions a year. These will be Jaid 
*< out in the buying up of Stock, and thus 
‘“¢ will 14 millions a year be let loose and 
‘** thrown over the country to ASSIST the 
‘* landowners and farmers.’’ That is to 
say, to assist them in getting rid of their 
estates; for, that this would be the effect 
is as clear as day-light. 

This gentleman, our Chancellor, seems 
to have.read Adam Smith and Stuart, and 
to have got hold of a parcel of phrases, of 
which, if put to the test, I really do not 
believe he understands any thing at all of 
the meaning. They are sets of words 
without any clear notions attached to 
them. He, to use the expression of our 
most valuable writer, ‘‘ means not, but 
‘* blunders round about a meaning.”? He 
tells us that his scheme is to throw 14 mile 
lions of capital.every year about the coun- 
try, and that, as the landlords and farmers 
will get this capital into fhetr hands, it 
will afford them great and effectual relief. 
The poor man, who really is a very inof- 
fensive, and used to be, a very modest 
man, does not appear to keep in his head, 
that these 14 millions are first to be raised 
from: the land in taxes. But, how few 
heads are:there in this world capable of 
tracing millions of taxes through their se- 
veral movements to their results ! 

If, indeed, these 14 millions of money 
were distributed about the country after 
being brought from abroad, and without 





the Jandholders giving any thing en ex 
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change for them, the relief would be not 
only effectual, but instantaneous. If the 
14 millions were to be brought from 
abroad, or, even from some part of En- 
gland, and paid to the fundholders, with- 
out having been first taken from the land- 
holders ; (amongst whom I include internal 
traders who all depend on the Jand ;) then 
the effect would be to afford relief, though 
in a slower and less effectual way. But, 
to suppose, that the landholders are to be 
relieved by being compelled first to pay 
14 millions, and then to be enabled to 
borrow the same 14 millions, is an idea so 
absurd, so ridiculous, that one can hardly 
believe one’s own eyes, when one sees it 
in print, and attributed to a Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. 

To use illustrations which are a sort of 
mental! leading-strings exposes the writer 
to the charge of presumption ; because it 
seems to say, that he doubts of the capa- 
city of his readers. Yet, ina general ad- 
dress Jike this, which pre-supposes an un- 
acquaintance with the subject in a part, 
at least, of those under whose perusal it 
may fall, and whose pursuits may have 
withheld their minds from studies of this 
kind, shall hope to be excused, if I here 
resort to this method of placing in the full 
glare this gross absurdity of affording re- 
lief by the means of taxation. 

Suppose Giles Jolterhead, Esq. to have 
20 farms, each of which yield him a gross 
rent of 200 pounds a year; and that he 
pays, out of his rent of 4,000/. a year, 
1,000/. in taxes towards the expenses of 
the government Debt. In consequence of 
an alteration in the value of the currency, 
wheat falls from 14s. to 7s. a bushel. It 
is clear that his rents must fall from 4,000. 
to 2,000/, a year; and, if he continue to 
pay 1,000/. a year towards the Debt, it is 
clear, that his spending income is, in fact, 
reduced to 1,000l. instead of 3,000/. a 
year. Thus far this is the real state of 
the landlords in England. But, while 
they are thus reduced, by the very same 
means, the fundholder’s income is ratsed, 
and that, too, in the same proportion. 





Well, the situation of "Squire Jolterhead 
is truly distressing. He lays down his 
hounds and three out of four of his hurt- 
ers, and packs off a couple or three ser- 
vants io begin with. People ask him why. 
He ‘likes coursing better.’ But, the 
Greyhounds are still expensive. The ‘Tax- 
gatherer comes thundering at the door; 
talks so loud (witb his hat on all the while) 
that the servants hear his voice quite into 
the Hall. Away go the beautiful Grey- 
hounds dancing and capering to the pip- 
pin-tree. Four or five more visits from 
the man with the ink-bottle at his button- 
hole send off a brace out of three gar- 
deners, turn the close-shaven lawn into a 
rough bit of pasture, ‘“* Madam liking to see 
‘‘ sheep and cows grazing close to the 
‘‘ windows.’ Shooting is now become 
the ’Squire’s sole delight. The Taxga- 
therer still returns as regularly as old Time 
himself, and as Time pertinacious and 
irresistible in his course. What is now to 
be done? Are the dappled Pointers, with 
noses keener than the air itself and stanch 
as a rock ; are they, and are the little true- 
bred Spaniels, with ears and dewlaps 
sweeping the ground, and with sport-an- 
ticipating tongues that would almost “ cre- 
ate a soul under the ribs of death ;”’ are all 
these too; are all the family favourites of a 
century, all to be destroyed ‘ at one fell 
swoop ?” Is their death-warrant signed in 
the book of taxes? Is their doom irrevoca- 
ble? Is there no respite? ‘* Parliament 
** will surely do something for us !” 

Thus exclaims ’Squire Jolterhead, sit- 
ting by his parlour fire, with poor old Don 
resting his chin on one knee, while Bustle 
is pawing the other, and both soliciting 
the applauding pat on the head, which so- 
licitation, in former times would have 
been so graciously and gaily answered ; 
but, instead of which their caresses awaken 
in the master’s mind no feelings but those 
of sorrow, shame, and melancholy. He 
sees Squire Cracklouse, the army Tay- 
lor, and “Squire Turpentine, the Spirit 
Contractor, and Squire Garbage, the Meat 
Contractor, and “Squire Beanmeal, the 
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Biscuit and Bread Contractor, and Squire 
Glanders, the Horse Contractor, and an 
infinite number of others all sallying out 
around him with gay equipages or nume- 
rous troops of hunters and followers ; and, 
while he is thus musing on his altered 
state, Madam awakens him with a propo- 
sition to apply to his friends in London to 
get places for his sons. ‘‘ Don’t tell me,”’ 
says she, ‘* why, who has so good a right 
‘* as you to ask for places for your sons? 
‘* Were you not the first man to sign your 
‘‘ name to the resolutions for the support 
‘* of the Bank when it stopped payment? 
‘** And was it not you who called out the 
‘* yeomanry cavalry to keep down Paine’s 
‘* Rights of Man and the Jacobins? Did 
‘* you not fallout with one of your best 
‘« friends because he blamed the sending 
‘‘ the Scotch Reformers to Botany Bay ? 
*¢ Did you not carry up an address to his 
‘* Majesty when Peg Nicholson attempted 
‘* his sacred life; aye, and you might have 
‘‘been made a Knight, too, and have 
‘* made me a Lady, that you might, if 
‘* you had had any regard for me. (Weep- 
‘< ing’’?)—** Come, come, my dear, never 
‘* mind that now: let us think how we can 
‘* save the poor Spaniels.”—** Spaniels, 
‘* indeed! Think how you can save your 
‘‘ family. Zounds! go at once and get 
** places for your sons. What have you 
‘*¢ been voting and bawling for, if you are 
‘** to get nothing? Did you not go, at the 
‘‘ risk of your life, to disperse the Par- 
‘* Jiamentary Reformers, and when they 
‘* Jaughed at you and called you a chuck- 
‘* led-headed fool, did you not charge 


them with high treason ?Did you not 


‘* keep us up all night and remain booted 
‘* and spurred ready to set off with your 
‘‘ tenants to help put Burdett into the 
“‘ tower? Did you not go into mourning 
‘** when Tooke and Hardy were acquitted ? 
‘** Did you not get drunk as a beast, and 
‘¢ make all the neighbourhood drunk and 
‘** cram them with sheep and oxen roasted 
‘¢ whole, at. the Jubilee and when Bona- 
“* parte was sent off to St. Helena? Have 
‘* you not always stuck to your loyalty ? 


‘* would you ever let us have any but a 
“ Joyal newspaper, and did you not turn 
‘* out your best tenant because he would 
‘* continue to take in Cobbett’s Register?” 
*¢ —** Yes, yes, my dear, I know I did; 
‘‘ | know very well that Idid. But, pray 
‘* for God’s sake, say no more about it; 
** say no more about it.”—* I will say 
‘** more about; and I say that your sons 
‘* ought to have places under government ; 
‘* for, | do not see why Mr. Cracklouse, and 
‘* Mr. Garbage, and the rest of them are to 
** get so rich, and buy all the land up, 
‘* while we are compelled to lay down our 
‘* carriage, and’’* * * * * 

A loud knock at the door puts an end 
to her harangue. The ’Squire is all in a 
sweat for fear. It is not the Taxgatherer, 
however, this time. It is the Postboy 
with the Courier, containing an account 
of the Chancellor’s remedy. ‘* A remedy, 
‘my dear! Here it is. Fourteen mil- 
‘¢ lions a year to be thrown into the coun- 
‘try to relieve the landed interest.”— 
‘* Fourteen millions, my dear: bless me! 
‘¢ How much do you think we shall have ?”? 
‘<1 don’t know....I don’t know.....Let 
** me see... Fourteen millions to be thrown 
‘Sinto the country. But, then, here is 
‘¢ something about taxes to the amount of 
‘¢ the same fourteen millions.—These, | 
‘* suppose, are to be taken from the army 
‘‘tailors and contractors....No.... Let 
‘©me see....1 can’t make it out for my 
‘* Jife.”’ At last in comes the Apothecary, 
who has just been reading the Register, 
and the difficult passage being submitted 
to him, he says: ‘‘ Why, Sir, this is the 
‘¢ Chancellor’s meaning: Your 20 farms, 
‘‘ that used to leave you 3,000 pounds a 
‘‘ year after paying your annual share of 
‘the Debt, now leave you only 1,000 
‘pounds. ‘This plunges you into great 
‘« distress; it makes you want money to 
‘< live decently and to keep your pointers 
‘¢ and spaniels. 
‘‘means to make no more loans, and to 
‘‘ Jay out 14 millions a year in purchasing 
‘¢ stock of the Fundhoiders, who, when 








‘« they have sold their stock, will have the 


Therefore, the minister . 






































‘‘mohey which you have paid in taxes to 
‘‘Jend to you upon mortgage, or to give 
‘* you in exchange for some of your farins ; 
‘¢ and, as your farms are now worth about 
‘¢ 3,000 pounds each in the fee simple, 
‘* and as you will want, to pay interest on 
‘all together, about 3,000 pounds a year, 
‘you may live as well as you have done 
‘‘ for many years past, in consequence of 
‘* this financial operation.”’ 

«« Thank you, Mr. Lancet ; thank you,” 
says Madam, “I always told my sons, 
‘* who listen, I am sorry to say it, to that 
“* Jacobin Cobbett, that the government 
‘* would never desert us who had been its 
** best friends. I always told them that 
‘* things would be brought about, and that 
** they would have as good an estate as 
‘* their papa has had before them.”— 
‘*Oh! no, Madam,” replies Mr. Lancet ; 
‘‘] did not say so. Your sons, Madam, 
“‘ will have no estate at all. The fund- 
*¢ holders will have the estate in exchange 
‘* for the money which they will give you, 
‘¢and which money you will have first 
“‘ given them in“the shape of taxes.” — 
«© What! My sons no estate! My sons no 
6 estate !"’...........-..- Here a terrible 
knocking at the door announces the ap- 
proach of the ‘T'axgatherer, and the parties 
sneak into their chairs as quietly as mice. 

1 really do believe, that scenes very 
nearly resembling this are now exhibiting 
in several parts of the country. There 
are hundreds of families, who have been 
of great consequence in their several 
neighbourhoods, who are now compelled 
to shut up their houses, lay down their 
carriages, and horses, and dogs, and ser- 
vants, and to get away to France or Bel- 
gium, or hide themselves in lodgings in 
London or at Bath. Shame will not suffer 
them to remain, shorn of their means, at 
the country mansions, where they and 
their ancestors have so loig lived with 
considerable establishments, and where 
they have entertained people with hospi- 


tality. These people now begin to be’ 


alarmed; I mean such of them as are not 
wholly ruined’ in their fortunes; and, 
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really, they have, generally speaking, 
acted so cowardly, so slavish, and so base 
a part, that there is very little pity due to 
them. They have not only been passive 
as to what has been doing against them- 
selves; they have actively aided ail the 
ministers from Pitt to Liverpool; they 
have been the bitter and persecuting ene- 
mies of reform. It was they, and that 
class who are calle? the Yeomanry, who 
were the chief cause of the war, by pro- 
moting addresses in favour of it, and by 
all sorts of exertions to prevent truth from 
circulating throughout’ the’ country. Ve- 
rily they have their reward! Never did 
reward more justly follow the deeds of 
men. They have now, im addition to 
their suffering of real pecuniary distress, 
the mortification to know, that they de- 
serve it, and to see that, if they succeed 
in the opposition, which mere self-pre- 
servation ig now urging them to make, 
they will owe that success: to the coope- 
ration of those whom they have hitherto 
had the folly to:'shun, and, in some cases, 
the insolence to affect to despise. I, for 
my own part, ami not for being in haste to 
co-operate with them. There are some 
excellent persons who think that we ought 
to invite their co-operation. No: they 
are hardly worth having on one’s side. 
They have no soul left. Theré must bea 
regeneration of their race. Ht is only 
about the tax that they now contend. 
And, as far as they are concerned, the 
thing to be desired by the friends of free- 
dom is, that the tax should pass, in spite 
of the petitions of the whole nation. 

Let this tax pass; let the war taxes re- 
main in peace ; let the ‘Taxgatherers pur- 
sue the distressed defaulters all over the’ 
country ; let these supporters of Pitt, and 
Addington, and Perceval, and Grey, and 
Castlereagh; let them feel; let them re- 


member the suspension of the Habeas’ 


Corpus Act; let them remember all the 


new laws about the press; let them re- 


member’ these and many other things, to 


which they gave their hearty support, and’ 


let them then be content to part with their 
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estates. Their turn is come ; and foolish 
and base is the man who pities them: I 
hear that some of them make use of very 
bitter expressions. That they talk big 
about the rights of Englishmen. They 
laughed at this language in other persons, 
ohly a féw years ago. I have seen many 
of them smile, as it were with scorn, when 
I was endeavouring to convince them, 
that, in the end, they would lose their es- 
tates, unless they stood forward in time to 
protect the rights of the people and the 
liberty of the press. They seemed to 
think, that they themselves were safe. 
They knew that they should not write or 
print; afd the sufferings of those, who 
were really fighting their battles, seemed 
to be sport to them. Let them, then, 
look where they like for pity: they will 
certainly have none from me ; on the con- 
trary, I really* do see with satisfaction 
what is now going on, as far as relates to 
them, and am only sorry for the persons 
in trade, and for a small part of the landed 
people, who arc dragged down along with 
them. 

They affect now to take great offence at 
an expression of Castlereagh, during a de- 
bate about the taxes. He is reported to 
have spoken of ‘* the ignorant impatience 
‘© of the people to obtain a relaxation of 
‘* taxation.” This is daily harped upon, 
as if it were a new kind of language. Mr. 
Tierney aid Mr. Ponsonby are reported 
to remind the public of it in almost every 
night’s debate. But, have we forgotten, 
then, all the expressions of Pitt, Grey, 
Perceval, and others? Have we forgotten, 
that, upon Mr. Maddocks’ famous motion, 
Canning called the Reformers, though Sir 
Francis Burdett was at their head, ‘* a low 
‘** degraded crew?’ Have we forgotten, 
that that motion, which pledged Mr. Mad- 
docks to bring proof of seat-selling to the 
bar, was negatived, by a majority of al- 
most four to one, on the express ground 
of ‘‘ making a stand against popular en- 
‘* croachment ?’’ Was this ever resented ? 
Was this ever harped upon? Nay, did 


times more insulting thati this of Castle- 
reagh, pass wholly unnoticed? Why, 
then, all this clamour now? What! hé 
begins to touch you yourselves, does he? 
Well may he express his contempt of 
those who have never shown any sensibi- 
lity, till their own estates became palpably 
exposed to Mr. Vansittart’s relief. Oh, 
no! I can never be so base as to joint with 
those who can clamour against an expres- 
sion, which accuses the ‘* people of zgno- 
‘‘ rant wmpatience of taxation,” and who 
remained silent, at best, while the fact of 
employing foreign officers in English re- 
giments, serving in England, was under 
discussion. I can never condescend te 
join in this inconsistent clamour. No: I 
am for letting those who rallied round 
Perceval, when Mr. Maddocks accused 
him, and when Sir Francis Burdett. was 
sent to the Tower; I am for letting thear 
digest their present sufferings and treat< 
ment as well as they can. Itis now their 
turn. . 
A young Lord said of Castlereagh,- the 
other day, ** what! shall we suffer our-. 
‘* selves to be walked over by this d——d 
‘* upstart!” They have suffered him to 
walk over the people, however, long: 
enough, ‘They tow begin to feel for 
themselves; and, if they actually draw 
the winsolent fellow’s teeth, they will let’ 
in the people upon him. While the Coun- 
try Géntlemen, including the Borough- 
mongers, found that their rents kept up, 
and that the commands in the army and: 
navy, and that places and grants of money 
enabled them to meet the taxes; and, es- 
pecially while they thought, that their T'- 
tles and the Church (which is theirs) were 
in danger from the example of France, 
they upheld their vile tools in power in 
all sorts of insolence and cruelty, and, if 
any man talked against taxes he was 
laughed at. But, now, when the’spoils of 
war are over, when they think their Titles 
and the Church are safe from all danger: 
of a revolutionary sort, they begin to look 
to their own estates, and, especially, as 





not expressions from Perceval a thousand 


they find their rents diminished at least 
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one half. They appear to be in earnest 
upon the subject of the Income Tax, 
which, in fact, would be a deduction of 5 
per centum from their rents, and would 
take, of course, one thousand pounds out 
of every twenty. If they make a point 
of this, it will be a great thing gained for 
the people, because it will enfeeble the 
hands of power in various ways ; it will 
Jessen the number of taxgatherers, and 
will abolish those little gangs of Commis- 
sioners, who are so many arbitrary tribu- 
nals all over the country. Whether this 
tax will be put an end to or not will de- 
pend, at last, as all other questions do, 
upon the will of the Boroughmongers. If 
a majority of them give their consent to 
tts continuation, which they will do, if 
they think the danger from revolution is 
not quite over, the tax will pass in spite 


of twenty thousand petitions. But, if a) 


majority of them think there is no longer 
any danger, the tax will not pass. 1 
rather think that this latter appears to be 
their determination, because it is positive- 
ly stated, that Lord Cruantes Manners 
has promised to support the petition from 
Cambridgeshire for which he is a Member; 
and, as he isa brother of the Duxz of 
Rutranp, who has six or seven seats, and 
who has hitherto been with the ministers, 
this promise is a strong symptom of a pro- 
bability of the failure of the tax. 

If it should fail, it will give a rude 
shock to the whole fabric ; for, it is utter- 
ly impossible to supply its place with any 
other tax. The tax-inventors are abso- 
lutely at the end of their budget. I sup- 
pose they will resort to loans ; for, there 
does not appear to be nerves enough this 
year to lay hold of the interest of the debt. 
The question, however, the real question, 
now lies between the land owners and the 
fund owners. There will, in all probabi- 
lity, be a good deal of talk about public 
fatth and public honour; but, the former 
being the law-makers, the latter will, in 
the end, go to the wall, and especially if 
the Bank attempt to pay its bills im specie. 

During seach agitations the people al- 
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ways gain something, and, I do assure you, 
that they are not now idle. To obtain 
petitions there must be meetings and 
speeches, and, perhaps, at this very hour, 
there are a thousand mectings actually de- 
liberating. At these meetings every one 
speaks who chooses to speak, and says 
just what he chooses. They have nearly 
chopped off our fingers, but they have not, 
yet cut out our tongues. Forty thousand 
people assembled yesterday, in the City 
of Westminster, only about two hundred 
yards from the Parliament House, made 
corruption tremble on her very throne 
with their cheers, while Sir Francis Bur- 
dett and Mr. Hunt were exposing the in- 
famies of the system. I wish Governor 
Strong could have heard these speeches 
and these shouts. He would have thought 
somewhat differently of the ** Bulwark ot 
‘** Religion.”” But, which I have never 
seen before, every County in England and 
Wales has met, or is about to meet. 
These meetings are considered of greater 
weight than those of towns and cities, be- 
cause the people come together frem great 
distances, because in general they consist 
of people of property, and because they 
are called by regular notification from the 
High Sheriff at the written request of No- 
blemen and Gentlemen of large estates. 
I cannot give you a more lively picture 
of the state of the public mind at this time, 
than by giving you an account of a meet- 
ing held at Winchester, for the County of 


Southampton (or Hampshire) last Wed- 


nesday, at which meeting I was present, 
having gone down during Tuesday night 
from London to Winchester for the pur- 
pose, Hampshire being the County in 
which I live. This meeting had been 
called by the Sheriff, at the request of a 
number of Noblemen and Gentlemen, of 
whom the Earn of CarrNnarvon was at 
the head, and of another request at the 
head of which wasa Mr. Marsu. A Mr. 


Porta, who ojfened business, very just- 
ly and fully detailed the horrid tyranny 
of the Income Tax, and the great dangers 
to be apprehended from a large standing 
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army. The language he made use of was 
such as I never before heard, except from 
the lips of those who have been stigma- 
tized as Jacobins. He reproached the 
government with breach of faith with the 
people ; called the tax a robbery ; said 
it was the worst sort of robbery, because 
it was committed under the name of the 
law. In short, he treated the tyrants with 
as little mercy as if he had never been 
one of their supporters, which, however, 
he had been for a great many years. 
After endeavouring to apologize for hav- 
ing, for so long a time, acquiesced in such 
an abominable tax, he concluded with 
moving the following resolutions. 

“ At a General Meeting of the Gentle- 
‘men, Clergy, Freeholders, and Inhabi- 
“ tants of the County of Hants, convened 
“ by the High Sheriff, in the Shire Hall of 
“ the said County, on Wednesday, the 21st 
“ of February, 1816, 

“ The High Sheriff in the chair ; 

* Resolved, 1. That the exigencies of 
‘* the late War for the defence and preser- 
‘* vation of his Majesty’s Crown, and the 


‘“¢ 4, That the said Tax is in its nature 
‘¢ partial and oppressive, and in its excu- 
‘‘ tion vexatious, inquisitorial, and de- 
‘* structive to our peace, happiness, and 
‘¢ independence ; and that no reduction of 
‘‘ its rate, or modification of its provi- 
‘¢ sions, can render it tolerable to the 
‘* feelings, or compatible with the condi- 
‘“‘ tion of a free people. 

‘¢ 5, That our objections to this obnoxi- 
‘* ous measure are (if possible) aggravated 
‘‘ by the very painful consideration, that 
‘¢ its continuance appears to be intended 
‘* towards the support of a Military Peace 
‘‘ Establishment of an unexampled and 
‘‘ most alarming magnitude, inconsistent 
‘“* with our insular policy, and dangerous 
‘* to the liberties of the people. 

‘¢ 6. That the War Tax of 2s. per bush 
‘*el on Malt, is a partial and grievous 
‘‘ pressure on those Counties wherein 
‘¢ Barley is the staple article of produce ; 
‘‘ that by depressing the market it epe- 
‘* rates as a very injurious discouragement 
‘* to its growth and to agriculture, and at 
‘** the same time greatly enhances the ex- 
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** religion, laws, liberties, and properties 
6 


ov“ 


‘“‘ the causes assigned by the Legislature 
‘‘ for the extraordinary Impost, called the 
** Property Tax. 

‘© 2. That, by the express terms of the 
** several statutes imposing the said Tax; 
‘‘the faith of the Legislature stands 
** pledged, that its duration should be li- 
‘* mited by the war that gave birth to it ; 
** the words being as follow (that is to say) 
“ ¢ the duties herein contained, shall con- 
‘** tinue in force during the present war, 
‘** and until the 6th day of April next, af- 
** ter the ratification of a definitive Treaty 
** of Peace, and no longer.’ 
‘** 3. That the intention avowed by Mi- 
nisters, of propesing a further continu- 
‘* ance of the said Tax in this time of pro- 
‘* found peace, is in direct violation of the 
‘* sacred word and faith of Parliament, 
‘and in utter disregard of the general 
** voice of the people, conveyed to the 
‘* Howse of Commons in the last Session. 


a 


of his Majesty’s faithful subjects, were | 


‘« penses of the Farmer in the maintenance 
‘** of his servants, whilst it amounts to an 
‘** almost total prohibition in the use of 
‘** beer, by a very large and meritorious 
‘* portion of his Majesty’s subjects, name- 
‘** ly, the labouring and poorer classes of 
‘** the community. 

‘* 7, That a Petition, founded upon the 
‘** above Resolutions, be presented to the 
‘* House of Commons, most earnestly 
‘* praying that Honourable House to re- 
‘* ject any Bill for the continuance or re- 


—_—_- - 


‘‘ rate, or under any modification what- 
‘* ever; and also praying, that the said 
‘* Tax of 2s. per bushel on Malt, be not 
‘* continued beyond the period to which it 
‘* at present stands limited ; and in order 
** to satisfy the just expectation, and alle- 
** viate the pressing burthens brought on 
‘* the people by the late war, earnestly also 
‘* praying that Honourable House to en- 
‘* force the most rigid system of retrench- 
‘** ment inevery department of the State, 





‘* newal of the said Tax under any form or . 
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** and the settlement of a peace establish- 


mént in every branch of the Govern- 
** ment upon a basis of the strictest eco- 
‘‘nomy ; and especially deprecating in 
the strongest terms, the maintenance of 
a large standing army in time of peace, a 
system ruinous to our finances, un- 
known in the best times of the Consti- 
tution, rendered peculiarly unnecessary 
now by the depressed condition of 
France, and tending to convert our free 
Constitution into a military despotism. 

** That the Thanks of the Meeting be 
given to the Noblemen and Gentlemen 
who signed the two Requisitions for 
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calling it. 

‘© And that William Chute, Esq. and 

Thomas Freeman Heathcote, Esq. Re- 

presentatives for this county, be in- 

structed to present the said Petition to 

the House of Commons, and to support 

the prayer thereof to the utmost of their 

power. 

« Resolved, That a similar Petition be 
** presented to the House of Lords, and 
**the Earl of Caernarvon be requested to 
** present it. 

‘¢ Henry BosanqQuet, 
‘** High Sheriff.” 


Though I and my friend, Mr. Hunt, 
and others who thought with us, were well 
enough satisfied to see those who had for- 
merly been such base cowards, go this 
length, yet we wished to carry the meet- 
ing a little farther, and it was settled, that 
I should move a set of resolutions as an 
amendment to those of Mr. Portat. There- 
fore, as soon as Portal had been seconded 
by Sir Cuarctes Mixx, I expressed my 
entire agreement with the motion as far 
as it went, but said I thought it would be 
better if we carried the matter a little 
further. After telling the meeting, that 
} they now ought to recollect, that I, seven 
years ago, forewarned them that they 
would, in the end, be driven to resist, or 
that their property would be taken away 
at the point of the bayonet, and after 
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me to make them all, and especially the 
Country Gentlemen, see the state of de- 
gradation to which they had suffered them- 
selves to be reduced by the Boroughmon- 
gers, who had raised up a set of army tai- 
lors and butchers to ride over them and 
take away their estates by the operation 
of a funded debt, I concluded by moving 
that the whole of Portal’s resolutions, ex- 
cept the first word, should be left ouf, 
and that the following should be substitu- 
ted in their stead. 
‘** At a General meeting of the County 
‘** of Southampton, at the Castle of Win- 
‘* chester, on Wednesday, the 21st of Feb- 
** ruary, 1816. 
‘** Resolved, 1. ‘That this meeting hav- 
* ing been called by the High Sheriff, in 
consequence of two separate Requisi- 
tions, the first Requisition having for 
its object to petition parliament to take 
into consideration the extreme stagna- 
tion and depression of both agriculture 
and trade, and so to modify and reduce 
the present burdensome system of taxa- 
tion as to enable Trade and Agriculture 
to resume their wonted vigour and ac- 
tivity ; and, the second Requisition hav- 
ing for its object to petition parliament 
against any continuance or renewal of 
the Property ‘l'ax, and also against any 
continuance or renewal of the War Tax 
of two shillings a bushel on malt ; these 
being the objects of the two Requisi- 
sitions, it is necessary to combine these 
objects in the petition to be presented 
from this meeting upon this occasion. 
** Resolved, 2. That this meeting, to- 
gether with their fellow countrymen in 
general, having been led to believe, 
that the late war originated on the part 
of our own Rulers, solely in a desire te 
secure the independence and liberties, 
and to uphold the name and fame of 
England, we most cordially and zeal- 
ously supported them in the prosecu- 
tion of that war, burdensome, and gall- 
ing, and degrading as was the system of 
taxation which, during that war, was 
introduced, 
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« Resolved, 3. That we naturally ex- 
pected that these intolerable burdens, 
these harassing demands, these inquisi- 
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“ceive any such necessity ; se far from 


property and our purses, rather than 
submit to any thing resembling which 
our forefathers rose upon the tyrants of 
the House of Stuart, and, after long 
struggles, finally drove them for ever 
from the throne: we naturally expect- 
ed, that these burdens and humiliations 
would cease, when the war, on account 
of which alone they had ever been at- 


tempted to be justified, should be brought | 


to a close. 

‘* Resolved, 4 That, instead of this 
seeiningly auspicious event having pro- 
duced the confideatly-expected conse- 
quence, we now find, to our utter asto- 
nishment, that all the war taxes, to the 
amount of twenty-six millions a year, 
are to be continued in full force, with 
the trifling exception of about seven 
millions; and, that unless we now, in 
conjunction with the rest of our fellow 
countrymen, make a _ resolute stand 
against this daring design, the disgrace 
of submitting to this odious and insult- 
ing system of oppression will, in all 
probability, be the largest of the lega- 
cies we shall have to bequeath to our 


* children. 


** Resolved, 5. That, oppressive and 
hateful as this system of taxation is, and 


stagnant and depressed as is the state of 


agriculture and trade; and, though 
from these causes, pecuniary distress 
and ruin are now the inmates of hun- 
dreds of thousands of families of indus- 
trious and virtuous people, formerly 


-living in a state of competence, and 


having a fair prospect of lasting pros- 
perity before them; great as are these 
sufferings, painful as would be the 
thought of their continuance, we would 
still endeavour to endure them, if they 
appeared to be necessary to the defence 
of the rights or the honour of England ; 
but that, so far from being able to per- 
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having reason ‘to believe, that our fur- 


ther sacrifices would be conducive to 
any such end, we now see withextreme 
mortification, and with the deepest sor- 
row, that our past sacrifices, together 
with all the matchless deeds of out 
brave countrymen by sea and by land, 
have, as to foreign nations, only tended 
to restere despotism and priestcraft, to 
new sharpen the fangs of political ty- 
ranny, and to rekindle the flames of 
religious persecution; and, as te eur- 

selves, to enable those whom we im- 

trusted with the means of raising armies 

for our defence, to collect, organize,: 
and perpetuate a numerous body of 

troops for our own subjugation, some of. 
those troops being under the command 

of foreigners in open defiance of law. 

“ Resolved, 6. ‘That, being aware of 
the amount of the enormous debt, con 
tracted for these purposes, and expend- 

ed in the pursuit of them, we are alse 
aware that it is hardly to be hoped, that 

we can be restored to the happy state 

in which we were previous to the war, 

when the poor-rates amounted to little 
more than two millions a year instead 

of the eight millions to which they, pre- 

bably, now amount; yet, with a just 
and fair reduction of the amount of the 

salaries of all the persons in public em- 
ploy : With an abolition of those nume- 

rous sinecures which have swallowed up 

so large a part of our incomes ; with such 
a mode of governing the united king- 
dom as would render the military, as 
formerly, of no use in time of peace; 
with a resolution not to interfere in the 

internal affairs of foreign countries for 

the purpose of compelling the people te’ 
submit to rulers and priests whom they 
justly hate; with a change of conduct 

like this on the part of our government, ° 
accompanied with a fair representation 

of the people in parliament, and with © 
such a distribution of the weight of taxes 

as would equalize the sufferings of the 

landed and moneyed interests, we are 

firmly persuaded, that trade and agn- 


247] 


‘ culture would revive from their present 
*‘ state of depression and stagnation, and 
‘* resume their wonted vigour and activity. 

“ Resolved, 7. That, therefore, a pe- 
“ tition agreeably to tliese resolutions be, 
“when approved of by this meeting, 
“ presented to the House of Commons by 
“the members for the County, and that 
“ the said petition conclude with a prayer, 


*‘ that the present burthensome system of 


“ ‘Taxation may be modified and reduced, 
“ and that there be no continuance or re- 
* newal of the property tax, or of the 
“ war tax on malt, on any consideration 
“ whatever.” 

Mr. Marsu followed in a speech, which 
delighted every body, and one passage of 
which I must insert here as well as I can 
give it from memory. ‘It would be im- 
“ possible, Gentlemen, for me to recollect 
“a great part of the valuable abjects, 
which we have secured by twenty-two 
“ years of taxation and torment; but, a 
“ few of them, I will endeavour to call 
to mind, because, in this day of our dis- 
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tress, we ought to avail ourselves of 
every consolation that we can discover. 
We have restored, Gentlemen, the fami- 
ly of Bourbon, in order to convince 
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“the world that we are true 
of liberty. In order to leave 
doubt of our sincerity in the Protestant 
“ faith, we have restored his Holiness the 
“ Pope, who, on his part, has condescend- 
«“ ed toaccept of our money, though raised 
“ upon heretics ; and our wise Prince Ke- 
gent, that this great deed may be per- 
petuated, has allowed an English regi- 
ment to accept of a standard consecra- 
ted by his Holiness. To give a strik- 
ing proof of our good faith, we have 
‘‘Jeft the Spanish patriots to perish in 
‘* dungeons and on the scaffold by the or- 
der of that beloved Ferdinand, to whom 
our illustrious Prince Regent has sent 
the Order of the Garter. This beloved 
personage is famous for having em- 
broidered a petticoat for the Virgin 
Mary. Now, Gentlemen, suppose he 
were to establish a royal Order of The 
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* Petticoat, how worthy a Knight of that 
‘ Order would our Prince Regent be, 
‘ considering his kind treatment of a de- 
“ fenceless female nearly related to him !”’ 

Mansu could proceed no further for the 
shouts of applause which burst forth at 
this part of his speech. 

Mr. Hunr followed with a list of twen- 
ty sinecure placeman, receiving one hun- 
dred and ninety-one thousand pounds a 
year, the names, characters, and conduct 
of whom he described. He then showed 
how the taxes created paupers ; how the 
labourer was oppressed by the Borough- 
mongers, and exhorted the meeting to 
think of no redress, which they were not 
prepared to obtain by their own exertions. 

Lord Caennarvon closed the discus- 
sion with a speech that no one but a rank 
Jacobin would have uttered seven years 
ago. He agreed with us in all we said 
and in all that we proposed ; but, having 
approved of Porrav’s resolutions, he pre- 
ferred voting for them. He called upon 
the County to make a stand now, or they 


‘'would be slaves, he told them, for ever. 


He told them that they had been deceived 
by a fraudulent system of Government, 
which had deceived every body. He 
told them that all their sacrifices and all 
their exertions had been made use of to 
injure the rest of the world, and that they 
were now intended to be made use of for 
the enslaving of themselves. He repro- 
bated the system of merciless tyranny 
exercised in Ireland, and expressed his 
hope, that we should convince the man 
(Castlereagh) who had so long been the 
scourge of his own country, that he could 
not be the scourge of England any longer. 

After the meeting divided upon my 
amendment, when the numbers upon a 
show of hands, appeared so nearly equal, 
that the High Sheriff declared that he 
could not decide, without sending the 
meeting to the right and left. He then 
decided against the amendment, and the 
original resolutions were passed. 

As a criterion whereby to judge of the 





alterations in the sentiments of the people 
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of England, the proceedings at this meet- 
ing are very important indeed. Only 
last year propositions, far less strong than 
those of Mr. Porta, were hardly suffer- 
ed to be put to the vote in the same coun- 
ty. And seven years ago, I was actually 
hooted into silence, when I proposed to 
introduce a single phrase against the sys- 
tem, which all the nation now loudly con- 
demns. There was now no man who had 
the courage to say a word against my re- 
solutions, into which I bad a great mind 
to introduce Governor Strong and his Cos- 
sacks; for, bad as we have been in Old 
England, we have never been so shame- 
fully bad as they. We have been kept in 
darkness by a crafty Government and a 
corrupt press: they knew all the truth, and, 
with that knowledge, they enlisted them- 
selves under the banners of despotism. I 
wish they could have heard the speech of 
Lord Carrnarvon. They would have 
found, to their great surprise, that even 
English Noblemen are ashamed of, and 
have the courage openly to condemn in 
their own government, acts, which the 
New-England Aristocrats have had the 
folly (to speak of it in the mildest terms) 
to applaud. I never can think of the 
conduct of these people with any degree 
of patience. I can forgive my own delu- 
ded countrymen; they have been de- 
ceived by a powerful and corrupt press; 
the channels of truth have all been block- 
ed up; the fears of ihe timid have been 
kept alive by false alarms; the passions 
of the brave have been inflamed ; the pre- 
judices of all have been fed in all sorts of 
ways; every engine of delusion has been 
kept, for years, in operation, and, thus, 
the nation has been led to approve of 
deeds, which, if it had been enlightened, 
it would have abhorred. But, on the part 
of the American Aristocrats, such appro- 
bation can admit of no apology. 

They were ‘ for England, the country 
of their forefathers !”? This was their ex- 
cuse, was it? Well, they now find, that 
they were for the ruin of England ; for 





the ruin of this same country of their fore- 
fathers. And thé wise Mr. Jonn Ran- 
poiPH, that hero of the Mother Country, 
who ‘* claimed the title of countryman 


«+ with Milton, and Shakspeare, and Locke, 
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‘and Sidney,” while he was (in Con- 
gress) jeering me on account of my being 
in that same prison where Sidney had 
been before me; the wise Mr. Joun Ray- 
DOLPH will now be surprised to find, if he 
read the debates in our Parliament, that 
it was not for the country of Sipney that 
he used to talk for so many hours at a time, 
but against that country, and for a cor- 
rupt and cruel set of men, who were de- 
stroying the liberties of England by the 
very means that the people put into their 
hands to preserve, as they thought, those 
very liberties. It was not for England 
that Mr. Joun RanpotrnH used to wea- 
ry the very walls of Congress with his 
half-homespun and half-metaphysical ha- 
rangues: no; not at all for England, but 
for Pitt, and Addington, and Perceval, and 
Castlereagh, and all the tribe of upstarts, 
the Jenkinsons, and Roses, and Cannings, 
and Huskissons, and Dundases; for the 


swarms of placemen and pensioners; for 


all these instruments in the hands of a 
band of Boroughmongers. The wise Mr. 
Joun Ranpowru will now hear, not from 
me, but from the lips of even the Borough- 
mongers themselves, that England is 
brought into such a state of misery as 
was never before witnessed in any coun- 
try upon the face of the earth; he will 
find, that she has actually been ruined (if 
that word can ever be applied to a na- 
tion) by the very measures that he ap- 
plauded ; he will find that this ruin would 
have been averted, if the government had 
listened to those persons whom he abused ; 
and, he and the New-England Cossacks 
will soon find, however mortifying it may 
be to them, that this corrupt and cruel 
government has not been, and will not be, 
able to extinguish liberty in Europe. If 
the wise Mr. Joun Ranpotpn look into 
the English newspapers, he will see nu- 
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merous estates, advertised for*sale by the 
taxgatherers to pay the taxes ;* he would 
see, if he was here, thousands of the per- 
secutors of the Jacobins now in jail, with 





* The following is a specimen from the 
Morning Chronicle of yesterday : 


Valuable Freehold, Copyhold, and long Lease- 
hold Estates, Commercral-road, Poplar, 
Stratford, Bethnal-green, and Mary-le-bone: 
and Eagle Shares.—By Mr. ADAMSON, 
at the Auction Mart, TO-MORROW, at 
12 o’clock, in nine Lots, by direction of the 
Commissioners of the Property Tax, acting 
for the Tower Division, and with consent of 
the Mortgagee, 


Lot ! A FREEHOLD ESTATE, consist- 

E ing of a Brick-built House, situ- 
ated No. 2. Vinegar-lane, Commercial-road, 
im the occupation of Mr. Wm. Drummond.— 
Lot 2. A valuable Copyhold Estate, nearly 
equal invalue to Freehold, consisting of a cap- 
ital Brick built House and Baker’s Shop, gar- 
den and out buildings, situated No. 42. on the 
South-side of High-street, Poplar, on lease, 
andin the occupation of Mr. B. Porter, baker. 
—IDot 3. A Piece of Freehold vacant Ground, 
adjoining Lot 2. containing by estimation, lit- 
tle more or less, 36 feet by 18 feet, situated in 
front of Queen-street, Poplar.—Lot 4. A Va- 
fuable Freehold Estate, consisting of a sub- 
stantial new built Brick House, with Shop and 
cooperage, situate No. 93, on the South-side 
of High-street, Poplar, opposite Bow-lane, in 
the occupation of Mr. Emery, cooper.—Lot 
§. A valuable:and iimprovable Leasehold Es- 
¢ate, consisting of a Brick-built House, with 
an established Baker’s Shop, in full trade, sta- 
ble, chaise house, garden, and building ground, 
situated in front of the High-road, Stratford, 
near the turnpike, in the occupation of Mr. 
John Noad, baker.—Lot 6. A Leasehold Es- 
tate, consisting of a Brick-built House and 


Baker’s Shop, situated No. 7, Portugal-place,: 


Dog-row, Bethnal-green, near Mile-end turn- 


pike, in the occupation of Mr. Thos. Bigg, ba-' 


ker—Lot 7. A Leaschold Estate, consisting 
ef a Brick-built House, situated No. 162, 
Church-street, Bethnal-green, in the occupa- 
tion of Mr. Dyer, baker.—Lot 8. A Lease- 
hold Estate, consisting of a Brick House and 
Baker’s Shop, situated No. 27, Fast-steeet. 
Blary-le-bone, in the occupation of Mr. John 
Rankio, baker.—Lot 9. Twenty-one Shares 
iv the Eagle Insurance Company.—The Es- 
tates to be viewed till the sale, with leave of 
the respective tenants, and particulars had at 
the George, Commercial-road ; Britannia, 
Limehouse ; Commercial Coflee-house, Pop- 
lar; on the premises; at the Mart; of 
Messrs. Wright and Lush, Solicitors, Well- 
close-square; of Messrs. Evitt and Rixon, 
Solicitors, Haydon-square, Minories ;. and of 
Mr, nson, 438, Fenchurch-street. 
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their estates and goods seized; he would 
see corns stacks, and barns, and stables in 
abundance in the hands. of the taxga- 
therers ; nay, if be look into the proceed- 
ings in Parliament, he will see that the 
landlords are bringing in a bill (Mr. Lock- 
art ts doing it) to prevent the taxga- 
therers from seizing the dunghills of their 
tenants. Ww not all this satisfy wise 
Mr. Joun Ranverrn? Is not all this 
enough to make him see, that it was 
against, and not for, the country of his fore- 
fathers, that he made everlasting speeches ? 
[fit was just and manly in him to jeer at 
me, because I was imprisoned for two 
years, and loaded with a heavy fine for 
having expressed my indignation at seeing 
Englishmen flogged, in England, by the 
hands of Hanoverians: if it was to disco- 
ver a veneration, for the country of his 
forefathers to indulge in this piece of wit 
upon such an occasion, he may, perhaps, 
from a similar feeling, now exult in the 
confiscations, which, under the name of 
collecting taxes, are going on all over the 
country ; though he may not, perhaps, be 
so well pleased to hear, that in spite of 
imprisonments and fines, these confisca- 
tions are not likely to reach me, and that 
[ am not yet amongst those, who have 
been compelled to shoot their horses, and 
send their dogs to be hanged or drowned.* 
If the confiscation continue much longer, 
it will come to us all; but, even in that 
case, I shall have the consolation to reflect, 
that I have laboured most zealously to 
prevent it, and the further consolation te 
know, that, for so doing, I have brought 
on myself the abuse of the wise and man- 
ly Mr. Joun Ranpotrn of Virginia. 


This is the question now at issue. It is 


Se ees cn 


* Mr FREEMANTLE related, in the House 
of Commons, the other night, the following in- 


stance of the effect of taxation. ‘* A return 
‘* wasdatelymade toan assessor in the county of 
** Cork, in Yreland, in this way—‘ take no- 
** tice, I have cut the throats of all my horses— 
‘** T have shot all my dogs—lI have burned all 
‘‘ my carriages—I have shut up all my win- 
‘** dows—I have dismissed all my servants, ex- 
‘“‘ cept my wife, and therefore I conceiye that 
‘** T cannot be liable in any assessment what- 
‘* ever.’ ” 








253] Fepruany 
now become a clear question, which all 
the nation are discussing, .whether the 
whole of the landed property shall be ta- 
ken away and given to the placemen, 
and fundholders, or not. 
More than ten years ago | endeavoured to 
awaken my country to a sense of its 
danger. I warned it of the very fate 
that it now experiences. I pointed out 
the necessity of making a stand then, be- 
fore it should be too late. I have pur- 
sued the same line without ceasing, and, 
it was, in fact, that offence, for which I 
suffered the punishment, which gave the 
wise and manly Mr. Joun Ranpouru so 
much pleasure. ‘The expense of the Debt 
was then 27 millions a year ; itis now more 
than 44 millions a year. A remedy, with 
much less suffering, might then haye been 
applied. But, the Bourbons were not re- 
stored, and the Pope and the Jesuits had 
not regained their power. Our govern- 
ment and the Cossacks of America saw 
that freedom was not yet extinguished 
in Europe. This enterprise they now 
regard (though erroneously) as accom- 
plished. And, the consequences to us 
are developing themselves in form most 
hideous. Again, I cannot help saying, 
that the American Aristocrats are the most 
criminal of all. Enjoying liberty them- 
selves, the fruit of a gallant resistance of 
tyrannical taxation, was it for them to be- 
come the enemies of France, who had cast 
off the yoke of tyranny, and the calum- 
niators of the patriots in England, who 
endeavoured to stem the torrent of that 
notorious and barefaced corruption, which 
has, at last, by the means of taxation, 
brought actual misery home to the doors 
of a great part of all the individuals in the 
kingdom ? Was it for them; was it for 
any man breathing the free air of America, 
basking in the sunshine of liberty and of 
plenty, to approye of the savage despo- 
tism exercised 6Ver the Irish nation ? Was 
it for them to act this unjust and cruel 
part, and that, too, under the pretext of a 
regard for religion ? 


pensioners, 


Ww. Cossett. 
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P.S. A word or two about the intend- 
ed marriage of the Princess CuaR.otte, 
and about the health of the. Parnce Re- 
cent. As to the former, which, by the 
bye, is so completely a matter of indiffer- 
ence with the nation, that hardly can it 
be said to form a topic of conversation, 
there is said to be a scheme on foot for 
getting the Princess out of the kingdom 
by making her husband Vice-Roy of 
Hanover. He is a son of the Duke of 
Saxe-Copours ; and, with such people 
any thing can be done. ‘The Recent is 
not absolutely mad; but, there is a seri- 
ous discussion going on, whether a Regent 
ought not to be appointed in his. stead. 
The common talk here (in London) ‘is, 
that he is really mad, and the unreserved 
and unconcerned way, in which people 
do talk of it, would surprise. any one, not 
accustomed to observe the treatment of 
this unfortunate, stupid, and really ill- 
treated family of foreigners. The Regent 
is enormously fat, and the life he has led, 
though his natural strength has enabled 
him to survive all the companions of his 
youthful days, has produced premature 
old age. It is not gout, but dropsy, that 
is his disorder. This may be accompa- 
nied with imbecility of mind, perhaps, in 
a man rendered timid by a life of excess 
and effeminacy ; but, if he were really 
deranged in his intellects, the ministers 
would not, at this time, risk the keeping 
of the matter a secret, as they did, fora 
long while, in the case of his father. 
Buonaparté is down now. There is no 
bugbear left. The spirit of the nation is 
too active; the people are in too angry a 
mood to be sported with and amused just 
now. I heard, this morning, that there 
was a project to make the Duke of York 
Regent. Another week may probably 
develop the mystery. . Some are for the 
Duke and some for the Princess Charlotte. 
It is, to be sure, a pretty farce, take it all 
together! If it should come to this, the 
choice will depend upon the opinion the 
Boroughmongers have with regard to stage 














effect. They will-calculate, or their more 
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sensible stewards will for them, which is, lives to lose. The poor Duke is, as they 
the most likely to meet the humour of} call him, a mere ‘‘ German Corporal.’ 
John Bull. And, in this view of the mat-| He is fond of fine German dresses, and is 
ter, | rather think they will pitch upon the} much attached to whiskers. Besides, he 
Princess, who is, as yet, pure. It may|has no power. He is called ‘“‘ Commander 
please John to see a spotless young wo-/ in Chief ;” but he can neither appoint’a 


man with the appearance of regal powers ; 


Commander nor his aid-de-camps. All the 


for, as to real power, those who rule us,|executive power is in the hands of the 


as well as her, will take care that she 
shall have none. The Duke is unfortu- 
nate. In the first place he is the greatest 


ministers, and they, again, are under the 
absolute command of a majority of the 
Boroughmongers, who are under the con- 





fool of the family ; but that would be a| trol of nobody, but who know very well 
trifle with John Bull, and would be wholly | how to humour, at times, the whims of the 
overlooked, if the Duke had the reputa-| people, and who (never openly doing any 
tion of sleeping with his wife ; and espe-| vile act themselves) are generally respect- 
cially if he had a long brood of children, | ed and beloved, or, at least, not disliked, 
which, with this ‘‘ most thinking nation,” | by the mass of the nation. It is this band 
forms the strongest possible claim to re-|who will decide on the Regency, if it 
spect and confidence. It was this qualifi- |should come to that point. If they think 
cation that, more than any thing else, |the Duke too odious, they will choose the 
enabled Perceval so long to play the in-|Princess. But, then, on the other hand, 


solent tyrant with impunity. He had 
half a score of brats as ugly as young 





if they think, that she will be too great a 
favourite with the people, they will pre- 


owls ; but these, and his walking at their | fer the Duke and his unpopularity. _Per- 
head to church every Sunday with a quarto | haps, after all, the most likely thing is, 


prayer-book under his arm, made this 
wise people suffer in him what they would 
have killed the Duke of York for a hun- 
dred times over, if he had had a hundred 


that they will first appoint the Princess, 
and then blacken her character, as they 
have done the character of all the rest of 
the family. 
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